Interview with Raziya Tabussim from the village of Amauja, district of Madhubani, state of Bihar, India

Raziya Tabussum is 14 years old. She lives with her mother, father, grandmother and three brothers in the village of Amauja in Bihar, India, where the literacy rate is less than 10%.   For the last three years Raziya has been going to “school”, a non formal education class that was started by the Indian NGO called GPSVS who has partnered with World Neighbors since 2000.   There are 30 girls in Raziya’s class, from ages 10-18.  
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Raziya’s brothers have been attending school all along.  

Because she is a girl, Raziya was not sent to school.  Now she studies Hindi, English, math, health and hygiene, child development and social science, including the philosophy of Gandhi and the history of India.  She says that the subjects aren’t too hard for her and shyly accepts the compliment that she is smart.  Raziya is supported by her teacher, Kamini Rani, 24, who is encouraging Raziya to be a teacher herself.  When I asked Raziya what her community needs, she said without too much hesitation – schools and skill training so that the teenagers can be educated and can earn money to help their families.  Also, she said there is no toilet at the school.  This makes it difficult for the girls to go to school.

Kamini, Raziya’s teacher, told me that the girls were not in regular school because their parents don’t know the value of education. The families are very poor and can’t afford to send their children to school and can’t spare them from the agriculture and livestock work that needs to be done in the family.  The parents, however, are now attending monthly parents’ meetings to talk about the progress the girls are making and to discuss other social issues including gender discrimination, early marriage and family communication.

Social change comes one girl at a time; formerly left out because of her gender, Raziya is now a change agent in her own family and community because of the opportunity to receive an education.

Interview conducted in Maithali (with translation to English)
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